Facts about Barrett’s Esophagus, GERD and Esophageal Cancer

e In astudy published in 2005, Barrett’s esophagus was estimated to affect
approximately 3.3 million adults in the United States.™?

e Barrett’s esophagus can lead to a dangerous type of cancer called esophageal
adenocarcinoma, which has a five-year patient survival rate of approximately
17%.°

e The American Cancer Society estimates that during 2007, approximately 15,560
new esophageal cancer cases will be diagnosed.

e Barrett’s esophagus progresses to high-grade dysplasia or cancer at a combined
rate of 1.4% per patient per year, with .5% per year developing cancer.*

e Barrett’s esophagus is common among those who suffer from reflux, called
GERD. Approximately 13% of Caucasian men over the age of 50, who have
chronic reflux, will develop Barrett’s esophagus.”

e GERD is common in the U.S. adult population. Symptoms of GERD, including
heartlgurn, occur almost monthly in 44% of U.S. adults and weekly in almost
18%.
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e Heartburn is the most common symptom of GERD. Patients who experience
heartburn twice a week or more may have GERD.’

e Patients with Barrett’s esophagus have an increased risk of developing esophageal
adenocarcinoma®; 30 to 125 times higher than patients without this condition..’

e From 1975 to 2001, the frequency of esophageal adenocarcinoma rose
approximately six-fold in the U.S. from 4 to 23 cases per million people. At the
same time, the rate of deaths due to this form of esophageal cancer has grown by
seven-fold, from 2 to 15 deaths per million people.*

e Esophageal adenocarcinoma is now the fastest growing form of cancer in the
U.S., and its incidence is rising faster than breast cancer, prostate cancer or
melanoma.*!
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